
Asking God “How?” Rather than “Why?”

by Elder Dale Evans
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A bi-monthly publication of Clearcreek Chapel provided for its

members and regular attenders.

“For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to

the building up of the body of Christ.”       Ephesians 4:12

Why... continued from page 1

    Name Neighborhood      Shepherds        Host Location         Contact

1

Springboro
Franklin
Waynesville
Germantown

Central Dan Turner Barb Berger
8680 Cedar Hill Rd
Waynesville
513.897.2200

Terry Engle
937.748.9295

2
Centerville
Kettering
Miamisburg
West Carrolton

Mid and
West

Russ Kennedy
Ed McNeese

Russ Kennedy
211 Marsha Jeanne Way
Centerville
937.886.9126

Russ Kennedy
937.886.9126

3

Middletown
Monroe
Mason
West Chester
South of Rt. 123

South Michael
McDonald

Greg and Linda Frye
665 Linn Ct
Monroe
513.539.4436

Amy Ebert
Church Assistant
937.885.2143

4

Dayton
Oakwood
Bellbrook
Brookville
Fairfield
Xenia
North of Dorothy Lane

North
and East

Dale Evans
Greg Cook

Roger Gelvin
115 S Main Street
Bellbrook

Tom Watkins
1515 Hearthstone Dr.
Dayton

Mitch Mascotti
937.848.9116
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sad.  They are saddened by their losses.  They
have placed a great deal of hope and trust in
their surroundings and they don’t know where
to turn or what to do next.  Some deny that the
problem exists.  They go on ignoring the
reality of the situation and in their desire for
life to continue on as before, they often make
poor choices regarding their problem.  These
reactions often cause people to interact with
others in a variety of hurtful or out-and-out
sinful ways.  People caught in difficult and
painful circumstances can manifest rudeness,
hostility, dependence, hiding, lying, injury,
betrayal, and self-pity.

Even “strong” Christians can be overwhelmed
with uncertainty and make
ill-advised and poor
choices.  What are we to
think about these issues
and how should we react
when disaster strikes?

(By the way, this essay
does not begin to be
exhaustive in its “theology
of suffering.”  Two books
that will provide you with
a more complete
understanding of these
issues are Carson, D.A.
How Long, O Lord: Reflections on Suffering
and Evil and Halla, J. Pain.)

Here in this small article we wanted to point
out a couple of observations of how people
often respond and then offer some points of
encouragement.  Carson, in his book, makes an
observation that is true for this report as well:

“I had better say right
away what this book is
not about.  It is not a
quick answer to difficult
question about suffering.
Nor is it a defense of the
existence of God.  It is not
even the sort of book I
would give to many
people who are suffering
inconsolable grief.  Still
less is it an academic
discussion of
philosophical problems.  …I shall be satisfied if it
helps some Christians establish patterns and habits of
thought that are so strong that when the hardest

questions batter the soul there is less
wavering and more faith, joy, and
hope.”

 We must trust in God who is
sovereign and good.  We must
remind ourselves frequently of
God’s essential character so that it is
non-negotiable in our life.  Much of
how we respond will be directly
related to how we view God.  All
things occur within the purview and
plan of God, from the “ugliest” evil
to the noblest good.

Who has spoken and it came to pass,
unless the Lord has commanded it?
Is it not from the mouth of the Most High
that good and bad come?
 (Lamentations 3:37,38; ESV)

But Jeremiah in this same book of Scripture assures

(Continued, page 5)

“Even ‘strong’ Chris-

tians can be over-

whelmed with uncer-

tainty and make ill-

advised and poor

choices.”



Floyd and
Lois Danielson
by Linda Wellmeier
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During the 50th wedding anniversary celebration for
Floyd and Lois Danielson, their son Carey took the
microphone to say a few words. “If I had to describe
my parents' lives in one word, that word would be
‘steady.’ Regardless of what life brought them, they
steadily persisted. They stayed the course. They were
anchored to Christ and never drifted.”

Such godly perseverance is to be both praised and
sought after. I recently sat down with Floyd and Lois
and asked them how they do it. Both smiled at the
question and admitted that some periods of their lives
have been much more challenging than others. I
wanted to focus on a few of their greatest trials, so we
started with a little background
information.

Both grew up in Pennsylvania in
Christian homes. Attending church,
studying the Bible, and spending
time in prayer were familiar parts
of their upbringing. Both knew
they wanted to continue this
tradition after marriage.

As God blessed them with four
children, they made it a point to
have the entire family in a
Scripture-teaching church every Sunday.

"Church was an especially important part of our life,"
said Lois. "The children were raised in the church and
all of them have stayed in the church to this day."

Moving to Ohio from Pennsylvania in the 1960s
eventually brought the family to Washington Heights
Baptist Church, where they attended until Floyd, Lois,
and Carey left with John Street to plant Clearcreek
Chapel. John Street's ministry was a spiritual
awakening to Lois.

"Under his teaching I came to know the Lord better, I
acquired a hunger for the Word, I attended counseling
classes, and I grew as a Christian."

Over the years, Floyd's work often took him far from
home for long periods of time. This was especially
challenging for Lois when she returned to full-time
work during the children's teenage years. Lois smiles
as she recalls those years when Floyd was seldom
home more than a few days at a time.

"It took a lot of perseverance to keep up with
daily life, especially dealing with four
teenagers."

Being separated from his family was also quite
difficult for Floyd.

"Sometimes the out-of-state jobs would last for
months. I resisted the temptation by praying to
the Lord that He would keep me faithful. God
gave me the strength to remain faithful."

In the late 90s, another great trial entered their
lives. Lois was diagnosed with two brain
aneurysms. Floyd remembers this as being "a
real test. I knew Lois might not survive the

surgeries. Facing the possibility
that I might lose Lois was
devastating. After much prayer,
I gave her over to the Lord."

Making the decision to have the
second surgery was especially
difficult for Lois. "But once I
made up my mind, I was at
perfect peace with God. I
trusted that His will would be
done. I held fast to the promises
of Philippians 4:6-7 'Be anxious

for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God, and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.' and
1 Peter 5:7 'Casting all your care upon Him, for
He cares for you.'"

Tears moisten her eyes as she recalls the
profound peace and comfort that enveloped her
during this time. "God showed me His great
love. Through this amazing incident, He made
me want to share that love with others."

Despite many other trials and temptations
common to man, Floyd and Lois continue to
persevere. "We believe completely in God's
Word and His promises," said Lois. "We have
tested them and found them to be true. He
continually works in our lives, showing us His
love, His care, and His sufficiency. He supplies
us with everything we need to persevere."

"Praise the Lord," adds Floyd.

Cupkas... continued from page 4

of us better. I wouldn’t read the Bible for awhile
because I didn’t want a new one. Over time God
showed me that He cared far more about my
spiritual growth than about all the things we were
doing, and that He wanted me to see new things in
His Word. Reading a new Bible was one of the
ways He opened my eyes to new truths, and my
walk with Him changed dramatically.”

They received a temporary assignment in Nairobi,
Kenya, where Cary taught himself avionics
(aircraft electronics) and Faith
continued to teach the missionary
children who had fled Zaire with
them. She also helped with home-
school camps for missionary
families teaching their children out
in the bush.

In December, 1997, they left
Kenya so Cary could study
avionics. He was accepted to the
Moody Aviation program in
Elizabethton, Tennessee in June,
1998, and graduated in the summer of 2000. Faith
learned goat-husbandry there, which she hopes to
teach to the villagers and missionaries when they
return to Kenya.

In the fall of 2000, they began training at The
Master’s Mission (TMM) in North Carolina
where they met Pastors Russ and Greg during
their Biblical Counseling classes. During their
time at TMM, Cary began to wrestle with the
purpose of his ministry. He believed that
missionary aviation had become distracted by
projects and lost its focus on the direct support of
disciple-making. Cary’s aviation work had
become an idol to him – he was doing this “thing”
for God and it didn’t matter if God was happy
with it or if disciples were being made. He was
unable to work out these issues with their original
sending church, and that church discontinued
sending them in 2000.

When Cary and Faith met Russ and Greg, they
were trying to find a new sending church.  TMM
required a sending church of all their candidates.
Russ told them to contact him if their current
options failed. Cary wrote a letter to the elders in
the summer of 2001, and was invited to the
Chapel. While he wished to spend extended time
at Clearcreek Chapel before returning to the field,
they had already spent 2 years in school and did
not believe they could justify any more time in the

States to their supporters. Rather than terminate support
for a time and have to raise it again later, they chose to
join Clearcreek and then return to Kenya for a year in
2002.

While in Kenya, Cary and Faith decided they could
justify a return to the Chapel for Cary to complete an
“elder internship” and Level One in Biblical
Counseling. They returned to the Chapel in December
of 2002, believing that Cary must be ordained as an
elder before they could return to the field. The elders
have since modified this, allowing them to make plans

to return sooner. Cary will serve in a
diaconal role and will complete
formal elder training while overseas.

Cary and Faith have continued to face
obstacles on their road to the mission
field. Cary learned this year that
TMM will not grant him membership
if he continues in his support role in
aviation. Thus Chapel Ministries
became Chapel Ministries
International and will now oversee
both local ministries like OACM and

overseas missionaries.

The Cupkas wish to return to Kenya in October. Before
they can leave, they must work out contract details with
Africa Inland Mission (AIM) where Cary wishes to
serve and receive adequate financial support.

Cary is evaluating a change in his job description with
AIM. It appears to move him further from personal
relationships with missionaries, which is not what he
had hoped for. Please pray that he and CMI will be able
to work out a contract with AIM Air that will be
satisfactory for all involved.

The Cupkas are currently short of the funding they need
per month. This month they are changing the address to
which their current supporters must send their checks
each month (from TMM to CMI). Each time they have
changed mission agencies, half of their financial
supporters have fallen away. Please pray that their
current supporters do not drop their support so that they
will be able to go.

Please prayerfully consider giving above your tithe to
support the Chapel’s two missionary families. Your
giving must be over and above your current giving or
you will simply take funding from other ministries.

Cary and Faith wish to express their love and
commitment to the Chapel, no matter what happens to
their missionary status. They have found a home here
and plan to keep their home with us, even if they are
unable to go as planned in October.

“God showed me that

He cared far more

about my spiritual

growth than about all

the things we were

doing.”
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us that the motivations of this “God who reigns”
are loving and full of mercy and goodness.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
(Lamentations 3:20,21; ESV)

We must also recognize that
the pain we experience in this
life has some relation to sin.
Genesis 3 clearly indicates our
plight in this life will be one
of toil and distress because of
our rebellion, both as mankind
and individually.

And to Adam he said,

ÒBecause you have
listened to the voice of
your wife and have eaten of the treeof which
I commanded you, ÔYou shall not eat of
it,Õ cursed is the ground because of you;in
pain you shall eat of it all the days of your
life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you;and you shall eat the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your faceyou shall eat
bread,till you r eturn to the ground, for out of
it you were taken; for you are dust,and to
dust you shall return.Ó
 (Genesis 3:17-19; ESV)

This does not mean that every calamity is a direct
response to a particular sin.

There were some present at that very time
who told him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices.  And he answered them, ÒDo you
think that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered in this way?  No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.
Or those eighteen on whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the others
who lived in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.Ó
 (Luke 13:1-5; ESV)

We must also be aware that we are responsible for
our responses to calamity however painful it may

be.  Our chief purpose in life is to bring glory to
God.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having
been predestined according to the purpose of
him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will, so that we who were the
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of

his glory.  (Ephesians 1:11,12;
ESV)

We must respond to each others
burdens with love and
compassion.  In doing so we
demonstrate the love of Christ
we claim is within us.

By this we know love, that he
laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers.  But if anyone has
the worldÕs goods and sees his

brother in need, yet closes his heart against
him, how does GodÕs love abide in him?  Little
children, let us not love in word or talk but in
deed and in truth.  By this we shall know that
we are of the truth and reassure our heart
before him;
(I John 3:16-19; ESV)

Perhaps as we see the pain of those around us or
find ourselves in the midst of turmoil and trouble,
the question should not start with “why” but rather
with “how.”

Why... continued from page 2
Cary and Faith Cupka:

Bound for Kenya
by Joy Bennett

“...the motivations of

this ‘God who reigns’

are loving and full of

mercy and good-

ness.”

(Continued, page 6)

“If you ever wear out a pair of shoes here, you will
always want to come back.”

Cary and Faith have not only worn shoes out but
left them behind while serving as missionaries in
Africa. First serving in Zaire (now the Democratic
Republic of Congo) and then in Nairobi, Kenya,
they have spent the last 8 months at Clearcreek
Chapel so that Cary could complete an elder
internship, take the Level One Counseling
Training, and begin his elder training.

Cary and Faith both grew up in Christian homes.
Cary was born in Georgia, then moved to Miami,
Florida at age 6, where his parents worked at their
church’s Christian school. He made a profession of
faith at age 4, in early
elementary school became
interested in missionary
aviation, and in junior high
learned about the missionary
aviation program at
LeTourneau University.
During high school he walked
away from God, but about 2
years after graduating, he
made a conscious decision to
live life God’s way. He moved
to a little town near Asheville,
North Carolina, and got
involved in a Bible study that eventually grew into
a new church. When his father was diagnosed with
cancer, he returned to Miami to help care for him
until he passed away the following year. It was
during this time that he met Faith.

Faith lived in Michigan until age 13, when her
parents moved to Three Hills, Alberta, Canada to
teach at a missionary boarding school where she
also attended. She was saved when she was 8 years
old through a missionary to Africa who spoke in
her junior church. She learned a lot about missions
there and went on several short-term trips. She
studied one year at the Prairie Bible College before
transferring to Pensacola Christian College where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary
education. Faith said she was always open to and
supportive of missions, but didn’t think about
going herself at this time.

Cary and Faith married in 1985 and moved back to
North Carolina. Three years later they decided to move
to Texas so that Cary could pursue aviation at
LeTourneau University. During a missions emphasis
week at the school, Cary began talking to missions
recruiters about going to the mission field. Faith
struggled with this initially but after they had the
chance to spend three months in Zaire, she was
impressed with the need for both of them to go and
discovered a love for Africa. She said, “Africa really
got into my heart during that visit. I love the area and I
really got hooked on the ministry we would have
there.”

Cary graduated in 1992, they were accepted by the
Mission Aviation Fellowship in August of 1993, and

began raising support. They
finally left for Zaire in April of
1995 where Cary served as a
Maintenance Specialist
completely restoring airplanes to
new operating conditions for
service in the bush. Faith taught
5 grades of missionary kids in a
one-room school house.

Faith became pregnant and flew
to the States shortly before their
son Stefan was born. Cary
followed two weeks later, after

finishing a plane restoration. They returned with Cary’s
mother-in-law when Stefan was just 6 weeks old, only
to be forced to evacuate 3 weeks later with only 40
pounds of belongings because of civil war.

This was the most difficult challenge they faced in
Zaire. They had spent thousands of dollars to ship their
belongings over in a container. It arrived just before
Steven was born, so they hadn’t even completely
unpacked it when they fled, leaving everything behind.
They got out with Cary’s computer, 5 cloth diapers, and
some clothes.

Faith was forced to leave all her baby things –
decorations, ultrasound photos, shower gifts – along
with her Bible (the same one she had read since she
was 8 years old). She mourned the loss and the waste of
all the things, but particularly the loss of her Bible.

“I admit that I was angry with God for not taking care
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The Women’s Workshop

It can be difficult for women to

make and deepen friendships with

other Christian women. The

Women’s workshop provides 6

hours of time for the women of

the Chapel to fellowship, work on

projects, and get to know one

another better.

We meet from 10 – 4

p.m. on the second

Saturday of the

month.

We look forward to

seeing you there!
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us that the motivations of this “God who reigns”
are loving and full of mercy and goodness.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
(Lamentations 3:20,21; ESV)

We must also recognize that
the pain we experience in this
life has some relation to sin.
Genesis 3 clearly indicates our
plight in this life will be one
of toil and distress because of
our rebellion, both as mankind
and individually.

And to Adam he said,

ÒBecause you have
listened to the voice of
your wife and have eaten of the treeof which
I commanded you, ÔYou shall not eat of
it,Õ cursed is the ground because of you;in
pain you shall eat of it all the days of your
life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you;and you shall eat the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your faceyou shall eat
bread,till you r eturn to the ground, for out of
it you were taken; for you are dust,and to
dust you shall return.Ó
 (Genesis 3:17-19; ESV)

This does not mean that every calamity is a direct
response to a particular sin.

There were some present at that very time
who told him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices.  And he answered them, ÒDo you
think that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered in this way?  No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.
Or those eighteen on whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the others
who lived in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.Ó
 (Luke 13:1-5; ESV)

We must also be aware that we are responsible for
our responses to calamity however painful it may

be.  Our chief purpose in life is to bring glory to
God.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having
been predestined according to the purpose of
him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will, so that we who were the
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of

his glory.  (Ephesians 1:11,12;
ESV)

We must respond to each others
burdens with love and
compassion.  In doing so we
demonstrate the love of Christ
we claim is within us.

By this we know love, that he
laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers.  But if anyone has
the worldÕs goods and sees his

brother in need, yet closes his heart against
him, how does GodÕs love abide in him?  Little
children, let us not love in word or talk but in
deed and in truth.  By this we shall know that
we are of the truth and reassure our heart
before him;
(I John 3:16-19; ESV)

Perhaps as we see the pain of those around us or
find ourselves in the midst of turmoil and trouble,
the question should not start with “why” but rather
with “how.”

Why... continued from page 2
Cary and Faith Cupka:

Bound for Kenya
by Joy Bennett

“...the motivations of
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are loving and full of

mercy and good-

ness.”

(Continued, page 6)

“If you ever wear out a pair of shoes here, you will
always want to come back.”

Cary and Faith have not only worn shoes out but
left them behind while serving as missionaries in
Africa. First serving in Zaire (now the Democratic
Republic of Congo) and then in Nairobi, Kenya,
they have spent the last 8 months at Clearcreek
Chapel so that Cary could complete an elder
internship, take the Level One Counseling
Training, and begin his elder training.

Cary and Faith both grew up in Christian homes.
Cary was born in Georgia, then moved to Miami,
Florida at age 6, where his parents worked at their
church’s Christian school. He made a profession of
faith at age 4, in early
elementary school became
interested in missionary
aviation, and in junior high
learned about the missionary
aviation program at
LeTourneau University.
During high school he walked
away from God, but about 2
years after graduating, he
made a conscious decision to
live life God’s way. He moved
to a little town near Asheville,
North Carolina, and got
involved in a Bible study that eventually grew into
a new church. When his father was diagnosed with
cancer, he returned to Miami to help care for him
until he passed away the following year. It was
during this time that he met Faith.

Faith lived in Michigan until age 13, when her
parents moved to Three Hills, Alberta, Canada to
teach at a missionary boarding school where she
also attended. She was saved when she was 8 years
old through a missionary to Africa who spoke in
her junior church. She learned a lot about missions
there and went on several short-term trips. She
studied one year at the Prairie Bible College before
transferring to Pensacola Christian College where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary
education. Faith said she was always open to and
supportive of missions, but didn’t think about
going herself at this time.

Cary and Faith married in 1985 and moved back to
North Carolina. Three years later they decided to move
to Texas so that Cary could pursue aviation at
LeTourneau University. During a missions emphasis
week at the school, Cary began talking to missions
recruiters about going to the mission field. Faith
struggled with this initially but after they had the
chance to spend three months in Zaire, she was
impressed with the need for both of them to go and
discovered a love for Africa. She said, “Africa really
got into my heart during that visit. I love the area and I
really got hooked on the ministry we would have
there.”

Cary graduated in 1992, they were accepted by the
Mission Aviation Fellowship in August of 1993, and

began raising support. They
finally left for Zaire in April of
1995 where Cary served as a
Maintenance Specialist
completely restoring airplanes to
new operating conditions for
service in the bush. Faith taught
5 grades of missionary kids in a
one-room school house.

Faith became pregnant and flew
to the States shortly before their
son Stefan was born. Cary
followed two weeks later, after

finishing a plane restoration. They returned with Cary’s
mother-in-law when Stefan was just 6 weeks old, only
to be forced to evacuate 3 weeks later with only 40
pounds of belongings because of civil war.

This was the most difficult challenge they faced in
Zaire. They had spent thousands of dollars to ship their
belongings over in a container. It arrived just before
Steven was born, so they hadn’t even completely
unpacked it when they fled, leaving everything behind.
They got out with Cary’s computer, 5 cloth diapers, and
some clothes.

Faith was forced to leave all her baby things –
decorations, ultrasound photos, shower gifts – along
with her Bible (the same one she had read since she
was 8 years old). She mourned the loss and the waste of
all the things, but particularly the loss of her Bible.

“I admit that I was angry with God for not taking care
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During the 50th wedding anniversary celebration for
Floyd and Lois Danielson, their son Carey took the
microphone to say a few words. “If I had to describe
my parents' lives in one word, that word would be
‘steady.’ Regardless of what life brought them, they
steadily persisted. They stayed the course. They were
anchored to Christ and never drifted.”

Such godly perseverance is to be both praised and
sought after. I recently sat down with Floyd and Lois
and asked them how they do it. Both smiled at the
question and admitted that some periods of their lives
have been much more challenging than others. I
wanted to focus on a few of their greatest trials, so we
started with a little background
information.

Both grew up in Pennsylvania in
Christian homes. Attending church,
studying the Bible, and spending
time in prayer were familiar parts
of their upbringing. Both knew
they wanted to continue this
tradition after marriage.

As God blessed them with four
children, they made it a point to
have the entire family in a
Scripture-teaching church every Sunday.

"Church was an especially important part of our life,"
said Lois. "The children were raised in the church and
all of them have stayed in the church to this day."

Moving to Ohio from Pennsylvania in the 1960s
eventually brought the family to Washington Heights
Baptist Church, where they attended until Floyd, Lois,
and Carey left with John Street to plant Clearcreek
Chapel. John Street's ministry was a spiritual
awakening to Lois.

"Under his teaching I came to know the Lord better, I
acquired a hunger for the Word, I attended counseling
classes, and I grew as a Christian."

Over the years, Floyd's work often took him far from
home for long periods of time. This was especially
challenging for Lois when she returned to full-time
work during the children's teenage years. Lois smiles
as she recalls those years when Floyd was seldom
home more than a few days at a time.

"It took a lot of perseverance to keep up with
daily life, especially dealing with four
teenagers."

Being separated from his family was also quite
difficult for Floyd.

"Sometimes the out-of-state jobs would last for
months. I resisted the temptation by praying to
the Lord that He would keep me faithful. God
gave me the strength to remain faithful."

In the late 90s, another great trial entered their
lives. Lois was diagnosed with two brain
aneurysms. Floyd remembers this as being "a
real test. I knew Lois might not survive the

surgeries. Facing the possibility
that I might lose Lois was
devastating. After much prayer,
I gave her over to the Lord."

Making the decision to have the
second surgery was especially
difficult for Lois. "But once I
made up my mind, I was at
perfect peace with God. I
trusted that His will would be
done. I held fast to the promises
of Philippians 4:6-7 'Be anxious

for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God, and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.' and
1 Peter 5:7 'Casting all your care upon Him, for
He cares for you.'"

Tears moisten her eyes as she recalls the
profound peace and comfort that enveloped her
during this time. "God showed me His great
love. Through this amazing incident, He made
me want to share that love with others."

Despite many other trials and temptations
common to man, Floyd and Lois continue to
persevere. "We believe completely in God's
Word and His promises," said Lois. "We have
tested them and found them to be true. He
continually works in our lives, showing us His
love, His care, and His sufficiency. He supplies
us with everything we need to persevere."

"Praise the Lord," adds Floyd.

Cupkas... continued from page 4

of us better. I wouldn’t read the Bible for awhile
because I didn’t want a new one. Over time God
showed me that He cared far more about my
spiritual growth than about all the things we were
doing, and that He wanted me to see new things in
His Word. Reading a new Bible was one of the
ways He opened my eyes to new truths, and my
walk with Him changed dramatically.”

They received a temporary assignment in Nairobi,
Kenya, where Cary taught himself avionics
(aircraft electronics) and Faith
continued to teach the missionary
children who had fled Zaire with
them. She also helped with home-
school camps for missionary
families teaching their children out
in the bush.

In December, 1997, they left
Kenya so Cary could study
avionics. He was accepted to the
Moody Aviation program in
Elizabethton, Tennessee in June,
1998, and graduated in the summer of 2000. Faith
learned goat-husbandry there, which she hopes to
teach to the villagers and missionaries when they
return to Kenya.

In the fall of 2000, they began training at The
Master’s Mission (TMM) in North Carolina
where they met Pastors Russ and Greg during
their Biblical Counseling classes. During their
time at TMM, Cary began to wrestle with the
purpose of his ministry. He believed that
missionary aviation had become distracted by
projects and lost its focus on the direct support of
disciple-making. Cary’s aviation work had
become an idol to him – he was doing this “thing”
for God and it didn’t matter if God was happy
with it or if disciples were being made. He was
unable to work out these issues with their original
sending church, and that church discontinued
sending them in 2000.

When Cary and Faith met Russ and Greg, they
were trying to find a new sending church.  TMM
required a sending church of all their candidates.
Russ told them to contact him if their current
options failed. Cary wrote a letter to the elders in
the summer of 2001, and was invited to the
Chapel. While he wished to spend extended time
at Clearcreek Chapel before returning to the field,
they had already spent 2 years in school and did
not believe they could justify any more time in the

States to their supporters. Rather than terminate support
for a time and have to raise it again later, they chose to
join Clearcreek and then return to Kenya for a year in
2002.

While in Kenya, Cary and Faith decided they could
justify a return to the Chapel for Cary to complete an
“elder internship” and Level One in Biblical
Counseling. They returned to the Chapel in December
of 2002, believing that Cary must be ordained as an
elder before they could return to the field. The elders
have since modified this, allowing them to make plans

to return sooner. Cary will serve in a
diaconal role and will complete
formal elder training while overseas.

Cary and Faith have continued to face
obstacles on their road to the mission
field. Cary learned this year that
TMM will not grant him membership
if he continues in his support role in
aviation. Thus Chapel Ministries
became Chapel Ministries
International and will now oversee
both local ministries like OACM and

overseas missionaries.

The Cupkas wish to return to Kenya in October. Before
they can leave, they must work out contract details with
Africa Inland Mission (AIM) where Cary wishes to
serve and receive adequate financial support.

Cary is evaluating a change in his job description with
AIM. It appears to move him further from personal
relationships with missionaries, which is not what he
had hoped for. Please pray that he and CMI will be able
to work out a contract with AIM Air that will be
satisfactory for all involved.

The Cupkas are currently short of the funding they need
per month. This month they are changing the address to
which their current supporters must send their checks
each month (from TMM to CMI). Each time they have
changed mission agencies, half of their financial
supporters have fallen away. Please pray that their
current supporters do not drop their support so that they
will be able to go.

Please prayerfully consider giving above your tithe to
support the Chapel’s two missionary families. Your
giving must be over and above your current giving or
you will simply take funding from other ministries.

Cary and Faith wish to express their love and
commitment to the Chapel, no matter what happens to
their missionary status. They have found a home here
and plan to keep their home with us, even if they are
unable to go as planned in October.

“God showed me that

He cared far more

about my spiritual

growth than about all

the things we were

doing.”



Asking God “How?” Rather than “Why?”

by Elder Dale Evans
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“For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to

the building up of the body of Christ.”       Ephesians 4:12

Why... continued from page 1

    Name Neighborhood      Shepherds        Host Location         Contact

1

Springboro
Franklin
Waynesville
Germantown

Central Dan Turner Barb Berger
8680 Cedar Hill Rd
Waynesville
513.897.2200

Terry Engle
937.748.9295

2
Centerville
Kettering
Miamisburg
West Carrolton

Mid and
West

Russ Kennedy
Ed McNeese

Russ Kennedy
211 Marsha Jeanne Way
Centerville
937.886.9126

Russ Kennedy
937.886.9126

3

Middletown
Monroe
Mason
West Chester
South of Rt. 123

South Michael
McDonald

Greg and Linda Frye
665 Linn Ct
Monroe
513.539.4436

Amy Ebert
Church Assistant
937.885.2143

4

Dayton
Oakwood
Bellbrook
Brookville
Fairfield
Xenia
North of Dorothy Lane

North
and East

Dale Evans
Greg Cook

Roger Gelvin
115 S Main Street
Bellbrook

Tom Watkins
1515 Hearthstone Dr.
Dayton

Mitch Mascotti
937.848.9116

= Clearcreek ChapelC

sad.  They are saddened by their losses.  They
have placed a great deal of hope and trust in
their surroundings and they don’t know where
to turn or what to do next.  Some deny that the
problem exists.  They go on ignoring the
reality of the situation and in their desire for
life to continue on as before, they often make
poor choices regarding their problem.  These
reactions often cause people to interact with
others in a variety of hurtful or out-and-out
sinful ways.  People caught in difficult and
painful circumstances can manifest rudeness,
hostility, dependence, hiding, lying, injury,
betrayal, and self-pity.

Even “strong” Christians can be overwhelmed
with uncertainty and make
ill-advised and poor
choices.  What are we to
think about these issues
and how should we react
when disaster strikes?

(By the way, this essay
does not begin to be
exhaustive in its “theology
of suffering.”  Two books
that will provide you with
a more complete
understanding of these
issues are Carson, D.A.
How Long, O Lord: Reflections on Suffering
and Evil and Halla, J. Pain.)

Here in this small article we wanted to point
out a couple of observations of how people
often respond and then offer some points of
encouragement.  Carson, in his book, makes an
observation that is true for this report as well:

“I had better say right
away what this book is
not about.  It is not a
quick answer to difficult
question about suffering.
Nor is it a defense of the
existence of God.  It is not
even the sort of book I
would give to many
people who are suffering
inconsolable grief.  Still
less is it an academic
discussion of
philosophical problems.  …I shall be satisfied if it
helps some Christians establish patterns and habits of
thought that are so strong that when the hardest

questions batter the soul there is less
wavering and more faith, joy, and
hope.”

 We must trust in God who is
sovereign and good.  We must
remind ourselves frequently of
God’s essential character so that it is
non-negotiable in our life.  Much of
how we respond will be directly
related to how we view God.  All
things occur within the purview and
plan of God, from the “ugliest” evil
to the noblest good.

Who has spoken and it came to pass,
unless the Lord has commanded it?
Is it not from the mouth of the Most High
that good and bad come?
 (Lamentations 3:37,38; ESV)

But Jeremiah in this same book of Scripture assures

(Continued, page 5)
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“For the equipping of the

saints for the work of service,

to the building up of the body

of Christ.”

Ephesians 4:12

in this issue:

“Why me?” “Why this?”  “Why now?” These questions and others are the
kinds of questions asked by people when faced with nearly any distress.
The reason this kind of question is asked is usually grounded in some
expectation that we deserve different or better.  Sometimes we think that
way because we have a false understanding of our actual “goodness.”
Sometimes we think in this manner because we have become accustomed to
experiencing blessing and forget the graciousness of these “gifts.”
Sometimes we expect God will always provide us with what we want just
because we ask for it, having a faulty idea of God’s work and the role of
prayer.  In fact, many have used this classic passage to back up this claim:

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good
health, as it goes well with your soul.  III John 2 (ESV)

Dear friend, I am praying that all is well with you and that your body is as
healthy as I know your soul is.  III John 2 (NLT)

This verse has been a great source of misuse and misinterpretation.  Some
have taken this passage to indicate that it is God’s chief desire that we live
in a state of general good health and prosperity.  Entire ministries have been
based on this understanding of the intent of the Apostle John in this letter.
But if John is praying for general good health and “easy living,” just what
should we expect in this life?  What should I be praying for in apparent
difficult circumstances?  When I fall into distress, misery, and pain, what am
I to do?  Why do we have these troubles when God is for us?  Why?

When people are faced with calamities of all types they often respond in
predictable manners.  Whether it is the approach of death from the recent
diagnosis of cancer; the prospect of a chronic, painful disease; the loss of
job or financial uncertainty; the loss of a loved one, a child, a spouse or a
parent; ridicule regarding one’s faith; or a host of other situations, we often
react quite commonly.  Many people become angry, angry at first at the
circumstances but eventually angry toward God.  Others become extremely
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Area Map and Contact List

Our Global
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Senior Spotlight 3

Floyd and Lois Danielson
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Flock groups
6:00-9:00 p.m.

From an
Elder’s Heart 1
Dale Evans examines why we
ask “Why?”

Flock groups
6:00-9:00 p.m.

Joint Flock Picnics
6:00-9:00 p.m.

Flock groups
6:00-9:00 p.m.

25 26 27 28

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

The Lord’s Table
10:30 a.m.-noon

Counseling Training
8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Chapel Auditorium

Counseling Training
8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Chapel Auditorium

Counseling Training
8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Chapel Auditorium

Flock groups
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Flock groups
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Flock groups
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Flock groups
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Ladies Bible Study
9:30-11:00 AM
Chapel Kitchen

David Ingram and
Heather Dohse’s
Wedding  2:30 p.m.

2

29 30

31

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Uncommon Vessels
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Backyard Bible Club “Hidden Things”  9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m. Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m.

Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m.

Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m. Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m.

NO Aerobics class NO Aerobics class

Youth Absolutely
Free Car Wash
10:00–2:00 p.m.

Brunk Farewell
7:30–8:30 p.m.

Annual 
Congreg

-

ati
onal 

Meet
ing

6:00–7:30 p.m
.

Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m. Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m.

by Elder Dale Evans

Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m. Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m.

Aerobics 8:45–9:45 a.m.

NO Aerobics class NO Aerobics class

NO Aerobics class NO Aerobics class

NO Aerobics class

Becky Zemmer’s birthday

Ben Zemmer’s birthday

Stefan Cupka’s birthday

Sue Dernlan’s birthday
Adam Smallman’s
birthday

Cary and Faith Cupka’s
anniversary

Calvin Lyon’s
birthday

Dave and Val Smallman’s
anniversary

David and Beverly Levy’s
anniversary


