
“For the equipping of the

saints for the work of service,

to the building up of the body

of Christ.”

Ephesians 4:12

in this issue:

here is so much about the Christian life that tends to

intrigue us, strengthen us, and even confuse us, that we

barely scratch the surface of genuine understanding.  This is

not to say we blindly follow or hear with deaf ears the commands

of Christ, but it is to suggest that no matter how deeply we may

wish to drink of biblical truths, our understanding is not so much

what we now are able to comprehend as much as it is a renewed

willingness to by faith commit ourselves to a life of holy

obedience, trusting in the one who cannot be finitely

comprehended but who can be infinitely entrusted with all we have

been given.

Lately, we have been blessed with some excellent messages

concerning the Biblical principles pertaining to financial

stewardship.  Messages like these are difficult to give and even

more difficult to receive.  As I listened to what was being said, I

asked myself why this is so.  I kept thinking of our natural bent as

human beings and how that relates to the supernatural bent of

God’s word.  Does our lack of obedience in this and other areas of

our walk represent a lack of understanding, or an unwillingness to

do what we do understand?

The language employed in scripture is powerful and life changing.

It is sharper than any two edged sword.  It is the very word of God

and was made flesh and dwelled among us.  Jesus was a master

communicator and a masterful teacher—and I mean that in the

most spiritually sensitive way.  Of course, He was not just a
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Steve Neatherton examines the

paradoxes of the Christian life
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After all of our long, stimulating talks in the
parking lot, I thought I knew a lot about Eric
Thompson.  But after just a little digging, I found
that there’s a lot more to know about the tall,
sandy-haired brother of mine who’s been
faithfully attending Clearcreek with his wife,
Laurel, since the summer of 1998.

For instance, did you know Eric has been a Big
Brother to Kyle Wood, a 16-year-old Kettering
resident, for the past 7 years?  “Quite honestly,
it’s just an excuse to be a kid,” he says with a
smile. “We go to ballgames together, play
basketball, see a movie.
Kyle’s a real good kid.”

In his humility, Eric may not
tell you that Kyle’s grades
have improved a lot over the
past 7 years.  How’d he do
it? For Eric, tutoring wasn’t
the answer.  When the Big
Brother case workers quiz
him on how he has turned
Kyle’s academic career
around, he sums it up quite
succinctly: “I ask him how
his studies are going and we
talk about it.”  Amazing what a little open
communication can do for a kid’s academic
success!

For a computer guy at NCR, Eric’s interests
would surprise you.  He’s been known to strum a
guitar now and then, and loves to play tennis and
basketball.  “I love to read science books, too,”
he says, “and learn more about my creator.”

Here at the Chapel, Eric has been on the Finance
Team since 2001.  He also serves on the set-up
committee and has most recently stepped up to
serve on the Board of Directors for the Eberts’

Eric Thompson
by Scott Bennett

Open Arms
Children’s Ministry.
His Big Brother
experience makes
him a great addition
to this board.

Eric grew up in
Sterling, Illinois.
Along the way, his father changed jobs and
moved the family to Emporia, Kansas —
Laurel’s hometown.  There in Emporia, Eric
and Laurel met and fell in love.

Fast-forwarding to 1998,
Eric had been an agnostic
most of his adult life.  “I
didn’t think I could know if
there was a God, and I
viewed Christianity as a
crutch, an ‘easy way out’
for weak people who
couldn’t handle the world’s
problems. By God’s Grace,
I’ve found that to be quite
the opposite.”  (A living
paradox!)

Eric surrendered his life to
Christ that year, at the age of 39.  “When I
discovered the liberation I could have in
Christ, suddenly my agnostic beliefs started
looking more like the crutch instead of
Christianity.  Now I want to please God and
live a life of obedience to Him.  He is my
strength.”

Now more than ever, Eric and Laurel are
drawing from the storehouse of strength
Christ delivers amid the painful
circumstances of life.  Laurel’s mother,

“Eric has most

recently stepped up

to serve on the

Board of Directors

for the Eberts’ Open

Arms Children’s

Ministry.”

before, particularly in Israel. They are

currently looking for more workers in

Israel, Brazil, Germany, and Mexico.

David and Beverly ask for your prayers

this fall as David will be travelling a lot.

He will speak in Virginia and Wisconsin,

then spend a week in Israel at a board

meeting November 13-20. Pray for safety

as he travels and for Beverly as she must

remain at home to complete her cancer

treatments.

Continue to pray for Beverly and her

recovery from breast cancer. She has 7

radiation treatments remaining. Doctors

believe surgery was successful in

removing all of the cancerous tissue. They

did not find any cancer in her lymph

nodes. Her spirit is good and she is

looking forward to the end of her

treatment in the next few weeks.

Rowena, who had lived with them for the
past 11 years, went home to be with the
Lord a few weeks ago.

It happened while they were vacationing
in Gulf Shores, Alabama last month to
celebrate Eric’s father’s 80th birthday.
The day after their safe trip down, Rowena
developed a systemic infection that took
her home quite quickly.  It was a very
strange time, and a strange place, to
experience the loss of someone who had
become such a part of their lives.

But with Rowena’s death, God has
delivered an abundance of comfort.  She
had given her life to Christ a few short
years before her death.  “Her death is
bittersweet because we shared every day
with her.  It’s strange coming home and

not finding her there.  But we
are comforted by the certainty of
her faith and her changed heart.”

Eric and Laurel will never forget
the final hours of Rowena’s life.
Knowing she had only a short time left, they
spent the better part of a day praying with her
and reading scripture.  She went home
peacefully, surrounded by those she loved.  Her
peace at the threshold of death has been a
witness to Laurel’s family members who aren’t
believers.

Eric and Laurel are grateful that God led them
to Clearcreek that summer Sunday in 1998.
They've been attending ever since, and have a
deep love for ministering here — and being a
great encouragement to all of us.

(Continued, page 6)

Eric Thompson, continued from page 3

Levys, continued from page 4

Learn Something New

at the October

Women’s Workshop
Kathleen Groeschen, Creative Memories

Consultant, will give a free class on basic

scrapbook techniques on Saturday, October

18 at 10 am. She will also demonstrate a

few new techniques for veteran

scrapbookers. (Plan on approximately 1

hour for the class.) PLEASE

RSVP to Joy Bennett if you

plan to attend (513-459-6410

or scottjoy@cinci.rr.com).

As always, anyone and

any project is welcome.

Join us anytime between

10 am and 4 pm on

October 18 and

November 8.
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After twenty-nine years of service with

Friends of Israel, David and his wife Beverly

are still passionate about their ministry to the

Jewish people. Director of International

Ministry, David oversees 20 workers in 9

countries, including Canada, France, Russia,

Poland, Argentina, Israel, Australia, and the

United Kingdom. A worker in India has

retired from service but is still actively

witnessing in Bombay. Beverly serves as

David’s secretary, editing his writing and

coordinating mailings.

In addition to overseeing these workers,

David is also the associate

editor of the publication,

“Israel My Glory.” He travels

throughout the U.S. and the

world speaking at missions

conferences, churches, and

colleges. He and Beverly edit

reports from national

missionaries into newsletters

mailed to their supporters in

the United States. David also

has a ministry writing serial

Bible studies through the

books of the Bible. He has

completed seven so far for the

Friends of Israel ministry.

Workers with Friends of Israel operate a

wide variety of ministries. They transmit a

radio broadcast called “Olive Tree” from St.

Petersburg. Polish workers teach Bible in

Jewish Sunday Schools in synagogues in

Belarus and Ukraine. They also hold five

summer camps for Russian Jewish children

in Poland.

Workers in Israel teach in two churches in

Israel, one in Jerusalem and one in Rehovot.

The Jerusalem church baptized 6 new

Christians last month! They

are currently printing Awana

materials into Hebrew, along

with other Sunday School

materials.

In France, a Friends of Israel

worker witnesses to the

Jewish people, encourages a

love for the Jewish people in the church, and

instructs churches in Jewish evangelism.

Drs. Alfredo Espinoza (cardiologist and kidney

specialist) and his wife Asunta (pediatrician and

dermatologist) run a free medical clinic in a

Jewish area of Buenos

Aires, Argentina. The

“Friends of Israel Medical

Clinic” is open 24 hours

and not only provides

medical help to anyone

who comes, but also

provides a training ground

for doctors in Argentina.

It also runs a milk

program, feeding 40

children every morning,

and provides alcohol and

drug abuse consultation.

Dr. Espinoza also hosts a

30-minute radio broadcast on Saturday in

Buenos Aires.

In Australia, the Graeme Harrison family runs a

bookstore at Adelaide College of Ministries.

Graeme travels, delivering a multi-media

presentation on Israel and sharing his music (he

is an accomplished violinist, specializing in

Jewish music).

Friends of Israel is seeing much fruit among the

Jewish people. Their hearts are open as never

David and Beverly Levy
Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry

“Friends of Israel is

seeing much fruit

among the Jewish

people. Their hearts

are open as never

before, particularly

in Israel.”

background concerning the use of paradoxes in

scripture is simply to help us understand what

especially Jesus and Paul are doing in using

them.  We said earlier that paradoxes were

always dispensable, and they are.  But they are

also always comprehensible.  When Jesus and

Paul used paradoxes, they made what

they were saying memorable and

stimulated our thinking.  Just

consider some of the

paradoxes we are confronted

with in scripture.  When I

am weak, then am I strong.

Man enjoys freedom when

he becomes a slave.  In

order to be first you must be

last.  In order to have life you

must die.

What kind of God would we have

if we understood all His ways, and were

not provided with any mysteries of Him?  God

tells us “my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways…as the heavens

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher

than your ways, and my thoughts than your

thoughts.”Isa.55:8,9.     The more we study

God’s word, the more we study God.  We will

learn more about Him, know Him better, and yes,

probably have more questions.  But, knowing

what an incomprehensible God we worship and

not clearly understanding everything about

Him or what He says, should really not pose

a tremendous problem for us.  It is at this

point in our journey that we live by faith

and not necessarily by understanding.

Rather than seeking to change the message,

the message should be changing us.

When we apply the principles of

scripture generally and the

recent messages specifically

to our lives, we need to ask

ourselves if we are being

obedient to what we

understand, and if not,

why?  I have had to ask

myself more than once

lately, “Do I really trust Him

so completely for my eternity,

yet not in an obedient way for the

here and now?”  The answer to that

question will no doubt determine what

changes we make.  When we toss and

tumble in our daily walk, we might be

characterized as people who want first on

the bus, the middle of the road, and the back

of the church!  They say it’s easier to preach

ten sermons than to live one, and I suppose

that’s true.  Scores of people claim to be

serving God but I fear sometimes only as

advisors.  May that never be said of us.

Paradox, continued from page 2

Have you ever asked yourself, “How can I know the will

of God?”  Gary Friesen, author of Decision Making and

the Will of God, will be our guest speaker October 26,

27, and 28.  Gary will examine the process of

determining God’s will for our lives.  Please mark your

calendar and use this as an opportunity to invite

coworkers, neighbors and family members.

Fall Bible Conference

(Continued, page 6)
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scripture is simply to help us understand what

especially Jesus and Paul are doing in using

them.  We said earlier that paradoxes were

always dispensable, and they are.  But they are

also always comprehensible.  When Jesus and

Paul used paradoxes, they made what

they were saying memorable and
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tells us “my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways…as the heavens

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher

than your ways, and my thoughts than your

thoughts.”Isa.55:8,9.     The more we study

God’s word, the more we study God.  We will

learn more about Him, know Him better, and yes,

probably have more questions.  But, knowing

what an incomprehensible God we worship and

not clearly understanding everything about

Him or what He says, should really not pose

a tremendous problem for us.  It is at this

point in our journey that we live by faith

and not necessarily by understanding.

Rather than seeking to change the message,

the message should be changing us.

When we apply the principles of

scripture generally and the

recent messages specifically

to our lives, we need to ask

ourselves if we are being

obedient to what we

understand, and if not,

why?  I have had to ask

myself more than once

lately, “Do I really trust Him

so completely for my eternity,

yet not in an obedient way for the

here and now?”  The answer to that

question will no doubt determine what

changes we make.  When we toss and

tumble in our daily walk, we might be

characterized as people who want first on

the bus, the middle of the road, and the back

of the church!  They say it’s easier to preach

ten sermons than to live one, and I suppose

that’s true.  Scores of people claim to be

serving God but I fear sometimes only as

advisors.  May that never be said of us.

Paradox, continued from page 2

Have you ever asked yourself, “How can I know the will

of God?”  Gary Friesen, author of Decision Making and

the Will of God, will be our guest speaker October 26,

27, and 28.  Gary will examine the process of

determining God’s will for our lives.  Please mark your

calendar and use this as an opportunity to invite

coworkers, neighbors and family members.
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(Continued, page 6)
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A bi-monthly publication of Clearcreek Chapel provided for its

members and regular attenders.

“For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to

the building up of the body of Christ.”      Ephesians 4:12
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1

Springboro

Franklin

Waynesville

Germantown

Central Dan Turner Barb Berger

8680 Cedar Hill Rd

Waynesville

513.897.2200

Terry Engle

937.748.9295

2
Centerville

Kettering

Miamisburg

West Carrolton

Mid and

West

Russ Kennedy

Ed McNeese

Russ Kennedy
211 Marsha Jeanne Way

Centerville

937.886.9126

Russ Kennedy

937.886.9126

3

Middletown

Monroe

Mason

West Chester

South of Rt. 123

South Michael

McDonald

Ken Ebert

Greg and Linda Frye

665 Linn Ct

Monroe

513.539.4436

Amy Ebert

Church Assistant

937.885.2143

4

Dayton

Oakwood

Bellbrook

Brookville

Fairfield

Xenia

North of Dorothy Lane

North

and East

Dale Evans

Greg Cook

Roger Gelvin

115 S Main Street

Bellbrook

Tom Watkins

1515 Hearthstone Dr.

Dayton

Mitch Mascotti

937.848.9116
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teacher or communicator; He was God in

flesh in whom and by whom all things

exist and are held together.  But scripture

uses language to reveal truth, and

sometimes to hide truth, and interestingly

enough, God’s truth is not usually what

man would ever expect.

When we compare the teachings of God’s

word with that of our natural human

understanding, the battle begins.  Arguably,

one of the main battlegrounds appears

when we deal with paradoxes.  A paradox

is a figure of speech that seems to unite

two opposite ideas,

often using play on

words.  A paradox may

come in the form of a

seemingly self-

contradictory statement,

in multiple statements

that are mutually

contradictory, or by way

of a statement that

stands in contradiction

to common sense or to a

commonly held

position.  Another way

to consider a paradox is by an independent

truth that seems irreconcilable to others

and yet is held together by faith.  An

example of this would be the belief that

Jesus is fully divine yet fully human.

The interesting thing about a paradox is

that what creates the appearance of

contradiction is not

the facts but the

words.   The

contradiction is

verbal and not real.

As J I Packer aptly

states, “…a little

thought shows how

it (the

contradiction) can

be eliminated and

the same idea

expressed in non-

paradoxical form.  In other words a paradox is

always dispensable.”   In 2Cor

Paul states he is sorrowful, yet

always rejoicing…having

nothing, and yet possessing all

things.  However, Paul could

have said he had sorrow in his

circumstances and joy in God,

and that he owns no property

and has no bank balance but in a

sense, everything still belongs to

Him, he is Christ’s and Christ is

Lord of all.  Again, Packer says

it well when he says that these

non- paradoxical forms tend to

be clumsy and dull next to the paradoxes they

would replace.  The paradox remains an arresting

trick of speech, yet it does not imply even the

appearance of contradiction.

The reason I wanted to give this brief

“The paradox

remains an arresting

trick of speech, yet it

does not imply even

the appearance of

contradiction.”

(Continued, page 5)


