Reviving the Church
Psalm 85

Overview
Text: Psdm 85

Topic: How God gives His ddlight to those under His discipline.

Theme: Through memories savored, mercies sought and miracles sworn
God' s people under God' s discipline desire God' s revival.

Target: To awaken God's people who are under God's discipline a
sense of expectancy that God can give new life.

Sructure
1. Memoriessavored (w.1-3)
a. Restored fortunes
b. Forgaveiniquity
c. Withdrew wrath
2. Mecessought (w.4-7)
a. Restoreusagan
b. Prolong not Your anger
c. RegoaiceinYou
d. Seedeadfast love
3. Miraclessworn
a. Speaks peace (v.8)
Glory dwdls (v.9)
Covenant kiss (v.10)
Fathfulness grows (v.11)
Goodnessisgiven (v.12)
God waksamong us (v.13)
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The Big ldea: God gives His ddight to those under His discipline.



Introduction

Memories Savored

From barren to buds, from brown to green, from dreary to sunny, from
gray to blue springtime revives the dumber of wintertime. Thisiswhat |
like about our current season. And thisiswhat | like about Psalm 85.

Psam 85, our text for this morning, expresses this very thought. It's a
movement from sparse to plenty, from dissatisfaction to God- centered joy.
It finds God's people under God' s discipline desiring God' srevivd. Let's
listen to this Psalmigt as he expresses this desire. (read the text and pray)

The Psalm is organized in a pest, present and future structure. In w.1-3
we find what it was like. In v.4-7 we hear what they want it to be like.
And inwv.8-12 we see what it will belike.

A tension is sensed in the discontinuity between past joy and present mis-
ery. The Psam'’s development shows us how God gives His delight to
those under His discipline.

This process begins with memories savored. We seethisin w.1-3.

There is an assumed cortext in this Psdm. In vv.1-3 we see the people of
God remembering past joys. It appears that these versestalk about God's
miraculous ddiverance of the Isradlites from Babylon. After 70 years of
adverse consequences as a result of their sin, God led his people back to
the land in 538 BC. They were to rebuild the Temple and reindtitute their
worship practices. In Ezrawe get a sngp shot of thisjoy. “And the people
of lsradl, the priests and the Levites and the rest of the returned exiles,
celebrated e dedication of this house of God with joy” (Ezra 6:16; cf.
context, 6:14-22)

Restored Fortunes

The first memory savored was about ther “restored fortunes’. This refer-
ences the return from captivity. When their Sovereign God moved upon
the heart of apagan king; King Cyrus (cf. Ezra 1:1), they were dlowed to
go back to the promised land. Much celebration occurred over this event.
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They were liberated from the enemy. They were st free to worship thelr
God. They were given new life. This was the darting of ther enjoyable
reminiscence.

Look with me further at vv.1-3 and notice a couple other components to
their joy.

Forgave Iniquity

“Y ou forgave the iniquity of our people; you covered dl their Sn”. Through
their sacrificia system, God reminded His people that He forgives dl sinon
the bads of a subgtitute offering. The bdieving | sradlites were forgiven of
their iniquities based upon the sacrifices dfered by a high priest. As the
writer of Hebrews said, “For every high priest chosen from among men is
gppointed to act on behdf of men in relaion to God, to offer gifts and sac-
rificesfor ans’. David, in Ps.32 said of thisjoy, “Blessed is the one whose
transgression isforgiven, whose sinis covered”.

The people in Ps.85 savored this memory. They recdled the fresh joy of
forgiveness. Happiness flooded their minds as they believed that God laid
their sn upon something (or Someone) other than themsdlves.  All thar
gns were covered by the blood of a sacrifice. The recollection of forgive-
ness was pleasant for them. But, as we will rotice in amoment, this mem-
ory stirred up dissatisfaction They remembered a joy in the past. And
they wanted it back.

Withdrew Wrath

Savoring the memories of how God brought them back from captivity, how
God forgave dl their sn and now we see another component to their past
joys. “You withdrew dl your wrath; you turned from your hot anger”. Oh,
how the Psamist remembers what it was like to be out from under the
heated and heavy discipline of the Lord. Peace and joy welled up in ther
hearts. Closeness to God was their delight. The smile of God was their
celebration. Thiswas truly amemory savored.

Therefore, verse 1-3 serve to make clear what God did for the Isradlitesin
the past. The Psamigt had sweet memories of God's actions. He savored
God's work in ther lives by listing some components of his joy. God
brought them out of captivity and back into the land. God forgave al their
iniquity. God withdrew His wrath from them. These memories he savored.



But these memories adso haunted him. As we move into v.4-7, we do not
sense redt, satisfaction and aglowing joy. Actudly, it isjust the opposite.

Y ou can sense the writer’ s anguish and urgency in the trangtion from vv.1-
3tow.4-7 can't you? Heis pleading with God. One gets the impression
that memories savored spurred the writer to want something more.

In the absence of joy, past joy prompted him to pray for present joy. Sa
voring the memories of God's work caused him to seek the mercies of
God's present work. The “remember whens...” only stirred up prayer for
revival. Thisiswhat we see when we turn our attention to w.4-7

Mercies Sought

Restore us again

This paragraph is the heart of the Psdlm. The poet wants what they had in
the past. He urgently pleads with God for fresh grace. This plea starts off
with asking God to “Regtore us again’. His recollection of the past
prompted him to desire restoration for the present. Theword “Agan” tdls
us that the thoughts of wv.1-3 dtirred him up to pray. He did not want to
be under the discipline of the Lord any longer. The heavy hand of God
was not desired. The joy of the Lord was his pleal

And so, the firs mercy sought was restoration. This phrase isto be under-
stood by noticing the pardldism found in v.4 “Redore us agan” corre-
sponds with the second part of v.4; “put away our indignation”. In short,
what we are to understand is that when God's indignation is put away,
God' s restoration is brought about. He is asking, in effect, for God to lift
His discipline from them.

Prolong not Your anger

This interpretation is consstent with what follows. In v.5 we sense the
poet’ s urgency. The second mercy sought can be summarized as “Will you
be anger with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to dl generations?
The use of the words “forever” and “prolong” tell us that they have been
under God's discipline for awhile. Because the poet never cdls for repen-
tance and does not talk about their sin in the present, we can surmise that
the reason for the discipline is their spiritua complacency. The Isradites
enjoyed God's blessings a the end of the captivity. There was much joy
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and celebration. But following this restoration came a time in which the
Israelites coasted. They were not seeking the Kingdom of God first. They
had logt therr first love. They were lukewarm. “Love the Lord your God
with dl your heart, with dl your srength, with al your soul, with al your
mind” was not their motto. They had lost their fervency for God's glory.
And 0, they were under the discipline of the Lord. Due to a recollection
of better days and due to the pain of present discipline, the poet was seek-
ing new displays of lovingkindness from the Lord.

Rejoice in You

The sweetness of the past was memories precious to them precisey
because they are not currently experiencing them. Thejoy of the Lord had
drivded. Rgoicing in God was but a faint echo of their past. They had
grown complacent. Findly, this became unacceptable. Inv.6 we arrive a
the epicenter of the Psddm. Here we come to the heart of the heart of the
Psdm. Thisisthe sum totd of what the poet was after. “Will you not re-
vive us again that your people may rgoice in you’? Mercies sought be-
cause memories were savored brought the Psalmist to a crescendo.  He
longed for joy in God. He had it in the past. He is under the discipline of
God now. And so, heyearnsfor areviva.

Thewording of v.6 suggests not that God might respond. Rether it assumes
a “yes’ answer. God's dispodtion is one of dl-sufficient, ever-giving,
never-changing gladness. Heisknown in scripture as “the fountain of living
waters’ (cf. Jer.2:13). When His people have under discipline awakened
to the fact that they want God above dl dse, He ddlightsto give new lifeto
the thirsty (quote Ps.63:1- 3 to whet thirst for God).

And notice one other thing about this key verse. It's dl about God. The
One who gives this joy is God. And the ones who receive it are “Your
people’. Do you see the highlight of thisverse? God delights far more to
give grace to the seeking than give discipline to the complacent. God de-
lights to see His people rgoicing under His grace rather than to hear them
groaning under His discipline.  As Matthew Henry (one of those God-
besotted puritans of the past) once said, “The happiness of the subjectsis
the glory of the Sovereign”.



See steadfast love

Recap

Miracles Sworn

The last way the poet states his mercy seeking is in the phrase “Show us
your steadfast love’. He not anly wants to know about God' s covenant
love, he wants God to demondrateit in visble ways. To see the discipline
lifted and see the aftermath of grace was the yearning of this prayer.

The point of this Psam is clear. Those under God's discipline due to
drifting mugt be roused. Hardships, dried-up joy and thoughts of by-gone
grace must prompt prayer for fresh joy; joy in God. As people under dis-
cipline do this, God's propensity is to restore the joy shriveled. Reviva
occurs when God doesthis.

And what does reviva look like?

This takes usto the third and final paragraph of Ps.85. Invv.1-3 we found
what it was like. (Can you remember what it was like? Can you look in the
rearview mirror and see gladness in God? Happiness in holiness? Joy in
Jesus? See Rev.2:1ff to notice that “good churches need revivd™) Inv.4-7
we heard what they wanted it to be like. And now vv.8-12 we see what it
will belike.

These verses carry the picture of the end times. An eschatologica impres-
son is given when one reads vw.8-13. But these verses do not describe
only the End. They answer the cry of w.4-7. God promises to speak
peace and cause His glory to dwell in the land and to renew covenant inti-
macy and to cause faithfulness to grow and to give goodness and to wak
among His people!  These are miracles sworn according to w.8, 9, 12.In
|sa.45:8 we read “ Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the cloudsrain
down righteousness; |et the earth open that savation and righteousness may
bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to sprout; | the Lord have created
it”.

Could it be that the poet isusing Isaia’ s theology to describe foretastes of
end times joy to depict present-day revivals? Let's take these promises
and smply scroll down them to whet our gppetite to pray for reviva.
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Speaks peace

Glory dwells

Covenant intimacy

Verse 8 is caculated to awaken in dl loya hearts a sense of expectancy.
As the God of the Universe gpproaches His people, what is his greeting?
Peace (cf. Eph.2:17)! Shalom fdls from His lips to dl who yearn for His
filing. And who is Peace? The Prince of Peace; Jesus Christ! God gp-
proaches His saints with the Name Jesus. But once peace is heard and
enjoyed, don't turn back to folly (preach a bit on perseverance).

The next miracle promised is seen in v.9. Glory isto dwdl in our midg.
And who is this glory? Jesus Christ. According to Jn.1:14, “And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory...”
According to Jn.16:14, the Spirit who residesin dl believes glorifies Jesus.
Revivad will magnify the glory of Jesus so0 that He will be conspicuous amid
His people (Hab.2:14 — “For the earth will befilled...”).

Verse 10 is a tender promise.  All the covenant promises made to Cod's
people in Jesus will not be abstract. There is nothing theoretical about the-
ology. Rather, theology isfud for doxology. God's peoplewill not merely
be able to recite content of the covenant. His promises will meet and greet
and kiss one another. | take this to mean that there will be sweet commurn-
ion in His steadfagt love and faithfulness and righteousness and peace. We
will not merely know about these promises. They will be kissing in front of
usand dl around us and upon us.

Faithfulness grows

Goodness given

Verse 11 suggests that when God grants revival, God's people sprout in
fathfulness Tha there will be quditative growth from a revivd is wit-
nessed in this verse. Authenticity of God's people will be seen. Hypocrisy
will berooted. Truthfulness will be the norm.

No need to fear the reviva sought in v.6; for dl of it is good according to
v.12. This goodness will be enjoyed and it will be effectua. When God
gives goodness through revivd God's people yidd much fruit. | hope the
trandation you read reflects this dynamic. When the Lord gives the land
gives back. Thefruit of the Spirit will be the great harvest.

God walks among us

Findly, when God grants the reviva of v.6, God promises to wak among
His people. This is trilling to imagine. “Righteousness will go before



Conclusion

[God] and make his footsteps a way”. Things in God's people's lives
which are contrary to God's character will not stop His stride. Obstruc-
tions will be dedt with by his righteousness. God's danges, in other
words, will make away for God to move fredy amongst his people.

In concluson, dlow me to draw out four principles from the teaching of
Ps.85.

? Forgivenessof all sinisfound in the crucified Christ.

WE MUST SEE JESUS when we ead vv.1-3 and hear about
“you covered dl their sn, You withdrew dl your wrath’. The
shadow lands of the Psalms are pointing us to the noonday bright-
ness of the N.T. and Jesus Christ our propitiation. We hear the
redity of 1Jn.4:10 in Ps.85:2,3 don't we? “In thisislove, not that
we have loved God but thet he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins’. God's wrath removed and God' s satis-
faction accomplished is a truth beyond words. Enjoy no condem-
nation in Christ and Christ dore.

? Losng fervency for God invites discipline from God.

God is jedous for His people's devotion. He will not stand back
when His people stand aoof. He will give us what we need in
order for us to give Him what He desres. And that is fervent
loydty Asthewriter of Heb. said, “The Lord disciplines the one he
loves and chastises every son whom he recelves. It is for discipline that
you have to endure. God is treating you as sons...[He] disciplines
us for our good that we may share his holiness. For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather that pleasant but later it yidds the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by

? Sweet thoughts of past salvation should prompt current
prayersof revitalization.

Jesus gives us a means by which God restores His people when
we have “logt our firgt love’. He says “Remember therefore from
where you have fdlen; repent and do the works you did at firet”
(cf. Rev.2.4-5). If rgoicing in God is hot seen in the present but
only witnessed in the pagt, take this Ps. as a modd and firgt think
upon the days when your joy was God. Allow your memories sa
vored to quicken your desire for God this day. Don't settle for
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some “cruise control Chrigianity”. Go hard for God by usng
sweet thoughts of past salvation for current prayers for revitdiza-
tion.!

? God’spropensity isto revive his people.

God ddights far more in the joy of His people restored rather than
the groans of His people under discipline. He will keegp us under
His hand only long enough for us to want His face. Know God's
inclinaion. Know that He leans toward His people. May
Zeph.3:17 awaken our passion for more of God. “The Lord your
God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rgjoice
over you with gladness. He will quiet you by his love; he will sxult
over you with loud singing”.



